
Montana District 2 Little League      January 30, 2015 

President’s Meeting        Heritage Inn  

Great Falls, Montana 

 

 

PRESENT 

Officers 

Keith Miller, DA   Daurine Spritzer, Secretary  Wayne Wade, U.I. C.  

Shane McCarthy, ADA/Butte  Duane Meiers, Missoula UIC         

Andy Anderson, Great Falls UIC 
 

Presidents 

Don Davis  (Butte Northwest)     Tera Pyron (Frenchtown)   

Bernice Zimmerman (Lolo Peak)     Ginger Claussen (Mount Sentinel)   

Dawson Smith (Mount Jumbo)           Tom Croskrey (Riverside) 

Amy Babb  (Mile High)      Kevin Miltko  (Garden City) 

Garn Wanner  (Americans)     Nick Davis (Missoula Westside) 
    

Guests                  

Jason Kovnesky (Butte Northwest)    Greg McGillen  (Butte Northwest) 

Chip Parker (Lolo Peak)      Shane McCarthey (Mile High) 

David Redenbaugh (Americans)     Amanda Redenbaugh (Americans) 

Kathy Wanner (Americans)     Sheri Yates  (Riverside) 

Rick Powers (Butte)      Brian Pickering (Western Regional Rep) 

ABSENT 

Terry Galle (Anaconda)      Keeley Fitzgerald (Beaverhead)  

Chris Lamb (Deer Lodge)     Thomas Kiernan  (Malmstrom) 

Keith Marr (Great Falls Westside)    Jeff LeProwse  (ADA)  

Ned Ellingwood (Treasurer)              Pat Dudley (Safety Officer) 

Maureen Price (ADA/Softball)     Hal Karl (ADA) 

Joan O’Neill (ADA)      Matt Paul (UIC/Butte) 
 

Keith Miller called the meeting to order at 6:45 p.m. with introductions of attendees.  
 

REVIEW OF PACKET 

Keith went over items that were included in each packet, and explained the District’s mission and norms  

that were included – especially the article by Dr. James Andrews and the one where travel ball is affecting  

local community programs.  He talked about Wayne Wade and Duane Meiers and their role of leading the  

question and answer discussion on rules interpretations. 
 

MOTION: A motion was made and seconded to accept the Minutes of the 2012 District Meeting  

  (December 6, 2013) as written.  All voted in favor; motion carried. 
 

FINANCIAL REPORT 

The district continues on a positive financial curve. Included in the report are the travel reimbursements 

that were paid to each league for their participation during the summer. He also provided an overview of 

District enrollment through the league–enrollment profile sheet that shows the rise or decline of each 

league’s numbers. To help with fielding both regular season and tournament teams, it is very important to 

submit for waivers before deadlines. The Senior Softball Western Regional tournament finished with a 

$2,000 variance. The District dues of $6 per player helps to subsidize the tournament travel fund. 
 

 

 

 

 



DISTRICT ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT 

 

State of Our District            

This past year was totally awesome throughout the entire district.  Garden City Softball Little (Missoula) 

had its Senior team advance to the Championship Game at the Little League Senior Softball World Series. 

District 2 Montana was one of the first districts to charter any softball programs in the western United 

States. 
 

Cost of Little League            

The cost for charter fees will see a decrease of $10 per team as a result of the money that Little League 

Baseball, Inc. receives from national sponsors. Television fees are utilized to help defray the cost of 

performing volunteer background checks which provides for over 100 free checks per league. Montana is 

among the best rated risks for the Little League insurance program which is a result of all of the leagues 

submitting and getting an approval for the ASAP programs. Keith encourage presidents to make it a goal 

to submit their league’s program in February to allow for corrections to be made prior to the deadline. 
 

New League-Age Structure 

A change will be made to the league-age structure for the baseball program in the coming years. At the 

Little League Congress it was decided to take action to assure that players who are eligible for the major 

division of tournament play are not over the age of 13 when the games take place. On suggestion is to 

change the birthday date to August 31 of a year to determine what a league-age is. As this will be phased 

in, more information will be available as Little League works on creating an equitable time-line by 2018. 
 

Late Registration/Community Development Program 

Keith understands that there are some divisions where late player registration may not be feasible, but he 

encouraged the presidents to try to make the program available to every child who wants to participate. If 

you find that your divisions are full, he encouraged them to call him to see if there may be some way for 

the child to play. As Little League is a community development program, it is better for everyone if there 

are options for leagues to be able to accommodate the majority of players, i.e. combined leagues to field 

teams in divisions. 
 

Western Regional 

The 2015 Senior Softball Regional Tournament will take place in Missoula from July 23rd through the 

28th. Keith encourage all of the leagues to come and participate as it is a district event. 
 

Tournament Programs 

In past years, several of the leagues have simply added the $5 fee for a tournament program to their player 

fees for all-stars. This assures each child of receiving a program and helps cover the cost to the district by 

having them pre-purchased. 
 

District Tournaments 

This past year, we had all teams in baseball tournaments participate in the same city. Although this was 

good for parents, it made it very difficult on volunteers and umpires with so many games taking place. 

We have found that every league needs more umpires for their own leagues, let alone full-on tournaments. 

To alleviate the burnout of people, the pool-play tournaments will be staged in 2 places in 2015. The 

teams from Great Falls will be separated with one group participating in Butte and the other group will be 

in Missoula. All teams will be seeded for the District tournaments that will take place in Missoula. Keith 

encourage the presidents to submit waivers to play in special games to get more games for their teams. 
 

Tournaments Verifications 

After the Player Verification Forms are signed, they can be kept for future participation on tournament 

teams. It is the president’s responsibility to verify all of the required documentation and submit the 

paperwork to the district for approval. This is not the team manager’s responsibility. The president can 

sign and date a copy of a player’s birth certificate to attest that he/she saw the actual certificate. 

 



Website 

Dr. James Andrews has submitted quite a lot of information on the injuries that can occur due to over 

pitching a baseball player.  The web site is pitchsmart.org and it includes a variety of timely information 

for families, players and coaches.  
 

There is also a plethora of information and tips on the Little League website and the District 2 site. It 

includes a link to each league’s boundaries and maps. If need further information, contact Jeff LeProwse 

who can assist you. 
 

Umpire School  

District 2 will not be sending any umpires to the school held in San Bernadino this year. Keith will look 

into having someone come to Montana to put on an umpire clinic for the entire district. 
 

ASAP 

Presidents should review their league’s safety plan and get it updated to send to Williamsport in February. 

This has to be a paper copy that is mailed due to technology storage capacity not being available in 

Williamsport yet. This is something that they are working on. The ASAP plan has to be a working 

document as people need to be able to actually see what it is. 
 

Background checks 

All checks must be completed prior to the individual being assigned to a team. The check must be made 

on any individual who has repeated exposure to the players. It is better if one person in each league 

submits the information. However, it is still the president who is responsible for assuring that they are 

completed. When there is a pool of umpires that serves all of the leagues, the checks must be conducted 

by EACH league where the umpire does any games. It was suggested that these umpires fill out the form, 

make copies, and give a copy to each president. 
 

League Updates 

In Missoula, Mount Jumbo East and Mount Jumbo West were given permission to combine back into one 

league – Mount Jumbo. Keith thanked Brian Pickering for all of his help in getting this accomplished. 

Mullan Trail Little League received permission to change its name to Frenchtown Little League. 
 

Forms 

All regular season forms can be found on the Little League website. These are important as they include 

waivers and other pertinent ones for tournament teams. As most forms have a deadline that they have to 

be submitted before, it is important to get them in so action can be taken on them and just not have them 

declined due to the late filing date. 
 

Ball Bid 

Universal Athletic Services has submitted a proposal to provide baseballs and softballs to the leagues. The 

balls are all manufactured by Rawlings, and will be able to be picked up in each league’s major city to 

help defray shipping costs. 
 

League Structure 

Local leagues can make their own rules to deal with players in the minor divisions. Rules can be set up to 

assure that players in certain divisions are actually developing skills that are appropriate for the separate 

levels of competition. An example is listed on the district website. 
 

Volunteer Fatigue 

This is something that many leagues face as the season begins to wind down.  It is something to be on the 

lookout for so you can try to alleviate this with your volunteers. Try to keep them fresh by having more 

than one or two “go to” people. 

 

 

 



NEW BUSINESS 

 

a. League Assessments. 

MOTION:  A motion was made and seconded to raise the league assessment for player 

participation to $6 based on the previous year’s enrollment.  All voted in favor; motion carried 
 

b. Tournament Travel Reimbursement 

MOTION: A motion was made and seconded to retain the Tournament Travel 

Reimbursement structure:   

  I.   $135 per day team plays in the tournament (Credit for day if last game starts before 12 

 noon and tournament doesn’t conclude that day [pool play].) 

 II. $750 flat per diem out-of-state play (except Major Baseball and Softball Regionals and 

 above in other divisions).  If team plays in a Regional in Montana, per diem reverts to 

 Section I.  

 III. Reimbursements capped at $12,000.  If district exceeds, then out-of-state will be paid  

  first and in-state travel reimbursement will be adjusted. 

  

 All voted in favor; motion carried. 

 

Keith reminded the presidents that the Tournament Travel Fund was just to help out with travel expenses 

and is not intended to reimburse the leagues for all of their costs that are incurred when their teams travel 

for competition. 

 

The meeting adjourned at 8:14 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted by: 

 

Daurine Spritzer 

District Secretary 

 
 


